
How to Register a 
Business in Davao 

City: A Step-by-Step 
Guide



Hello,

I'm Atty Shelu Abapo, CPA., and I'm here to help you turn your business dreams into reality! 

As a CPA and attorney-at-law, I've seen firsthand how challenging it can be to navigate the com
plex world of business registration in The Philippines. 

But don't worry - I'm here to guide you every step of the way.

If you want to register your business in Davao City, you're in the right place. This guide will walk 
you through the process step by step.

The first step is to decide on the legal structure of your business. 

You can choose to register as a sole proprietorship, partnership or corporation.

Each type of structure has its advantages and disadvantages, so it's important to choose 
the one that best suits your business needs.

Step 1: Decide on your Business Structure.

Once you've decided on your business structure, it's time to choose a name for 
your business.

Make sure the name is unique and not already registered by another business. 

You can check the availability of your chosen name at the Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) or Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) website.

Step 2: Choose a Business Name

To register your business, you'll need to visit the DTI or SEC office in Davao City. 

Bring the following documents with you:
• Two copies of the business name registration form.
• Two copies of the notarized affidavit of business name registration.
• Valid IDs of the business owners.
• Proof of payment of the registration fee.

The registration fee will vary depending on your business structure. For example, 
a sole proprietorship will cost less than a corporation.

Step 3: Register Your Business



Registering a business in Davao City can be a 
challenging and time-consuming process, especially if 
you're doing it on your own. 

From deciding on your business structure to obtaining 
the necessary permits and licenses, there are many 
steps involved that can cause confusion and frustration. 

That's where a professional business registration 
service like davaoaccountants.com comes in. 

We can help you navigate the process, saving you time, 
money, and stress.

One of the biggest challenges of registering a business in Davao City is choosing the 
right business structure. 

Each type of structure has its own unique advantages and disadvantages, and it can be 
difficult to determine which one is best for your business. 

That's why it's crucial to seek guidance from experts who understand the ins and outs 
of Philippine tax laws, and other important things you can’t afford to not know about.

All businesses in the Philippines are required to register with the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue (BIR) for tax purposes. 

You'll need to obtain a Tax Identification Number (TIN) and register for the appropriate 
taxes, such as Value-Added Tax (VAT) and Income Tax.

Step 5: Register with the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR)

Registering a business in Davao 
City can be a complex, and 
sometimes frustrating process:

How should you structure your business

After registering your business, you'll need to obtain the necessary permits and 
licenses to operate legally in Davao City. 

The requirements will vary depending on the type of business you have, so it's 
best to consult with a local accountant or lawyer to make sure you have every-
thing you need.

Step 4: Obtain Business Permits and Licenses



Another challenge is obtaining the necessary permits and licenses to operate your 
business legally. 

Depending on your business type, the requirements can vary greatly. 

It's important to ensure you have everything you need to avoid fines, penalties, or even 
the closure of your business.

I’ve seen this happen to business owners in various industries. 

You can get fined by the Philippine government 
if you do this wrong!

Additionally, registering with the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) for tax purposes 
can be overwhelming, especially if you're unfamiliar with Philippine tax laws. 

Failure to comply with tax regulations can result in hefty fines and even legal trouble. 

That's why it's crucial to have a team of experienced accountants who can guide you 
through the process and ensure you comply with all tax regulations.

Tax fines and the complexity of the BIR!

By seeking professional guidance from davaoaccountants.com, you can ensure that 
you're following all the necessary steps and avoiding common pitfalls in the business 
registration process. 

Our team of experienced lawyers, accountants, and tax experts can help you with 
every step, from choosing your business structure to obtaining the necessary permits 
and licenses, registering with the BIR, and complying with tax regulations.

https://www.davaoaccountants.com/company-formation-and-business-registration/
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Registering a business in Davao City is not an easy task, but with the help of 
davaoaccountants.com, you can ensure a smooth and legal process. 

Our team of experts is dedicated to helping you start your business journey in Davao 
City with confidence and peace of mind. 

Don't hesitate to book a free consultation with us today, and let us help you achieve 
your business goals!

Want us to take care of everything for you?

Registering a business in Davao City does not need 
to be complicated


